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India - Location and Extent

#India _Is located In the “northern hemisphere;
specifically in the south-central part of the continent of
Asia.

+ With an area of 3.28 million square km.
« India Is the 7th largest country of the world.

* The six largest countries of the world In decreasing
order are Russia, Canada, USA, China, Brazil, and
Australia.

# India accounts for about 2.4 percent of the total
geographical area of the world.

*+ India has a total land boundary of about 15,200 km.
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and Lakshadweep islanc

82°30" E Meridian crossing through the erzapur city
of Uttar Pradesh Is taken as India’s Standard Meridian.
Indian Standard Time is ahead of Greenwich (0°or
Prime Meridian) Mean Time by 5 hours and 30
minutes.

Tropic of cancer 23°30'passes through Guijarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Tripura, and Mizoram.
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# The intestate boundaries between
m, Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya are epprovimate.

@ Administrative headquarters of
Chandigarh, Haryana & Punjab are
at Chandigarh.

® The territorial waters of India
extend into the sea to a distance
of 12 nautical miles from base line.
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Physiography
.‘
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e TR AT STNI-ydl uydadren (The Northern and Northeastern
Mountains)

o I WA & HaA (The Northern Plain)

* UgU ysR (The Peninsular Plateau)

o YR 75w (The Indian Desert)

e acig #eM (The Coastal Plains)

« gy =g (The Islands)
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The Northern and Northeastern Mountains
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Purvanchal Himalaya
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Major Peaks
Mt. Everest =2 8848 m (Nepal)
K2 (Godwin Austin) 2 8611 m (POK)
Kanchenjangha = 8586 m (India)
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The Northern Plain
"
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The Peninsular Plateau
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* The Peninsular plateau can be further divided into three broad groups i.e. the
Deccan Plateau, the Central Highlands, and the Northeastern Plateau.

* Western Ghats is known by different local names. They are known as Sahyadri in
Maharashtra; Nilgiri hills in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu; and Anaimalai hills, and
Cardamom hills in Kerala.

* Located on the Anaimalai hills of the Western Ghats Anaimudi (2,695 m) is the
highest peak of Peninsular plateau, followed by Dodabetta (2,637 m) on the Nilgiri
hills.

* The most distinct feature of the peninsular plateau is the black soil area known as
Deccan Trap.
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The Indian Desert
\

 The Great Indian Desert, also known as the Thar Desert,
lies in the northwest of the Aravalli hills.
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The Coastal Plains
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The Eastern Coast is named as the Northern Circar (in the north part i.e. part of
West Bengal, Odisha, etc.) and the southern part is known as the Coromandel
Coast (part of Southern Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu).

The eastern coastal plain is known as the Northern Circars in the region
between Krishna and Mahanadi rivers and as the Coromandel Coast in southern
part between Krishna and Kaveri rivers
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The Islands
\

There are two major island groups in India, I.e., one e Bay of
Bengal (Andaman and Nicobar) and the other in the Arabian Sea
(Lakshadweep).

The Bay of Bengal island group consists of about 572 islands.

The two principal groups of islets include the Ritchie’s archipelago
and the Labyrinth Islands.

The Andaman in the north and the Nicobar in the south and they are
separated by Ten Degree Channel

Situated in the Nicobar Islands, Barren Island is the only active
volcano in India.

Lakshadweep and Minicoy are the islands of the Arabian Sea.

The entire island group of Lakshadweep is built of coral deposits.
There are approximately 36 islands, among which, 11 are inhabited.
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